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SEAFARER CERTIFICATION DEMOGRAPHICS 

06 DECEMBER 2024 
PURPOSE 

1. The attachments to this paper provide details of statistical information for Australian 

international and domestic seafarers. The information provided illustrates the current 

‘state of the maritime industry’ with regards to certificated seafarers, including high-level 

demographic information. 

BACKGROUND 

2. The data provided is valid as of 6 December 2024. Data fluctuates daily as new 

certificates of competency are issued, expire, are revalidated. The data provided is a 

‘point in time’ indication of seafarer demographic information. 

INTERNATIONAL - STANDARDS OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND 
WATCHKEEPING (STCW) CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCY 

3. Seafarers holding these certificates of competency can work on international trading 

ships. Certification determines the position they can hold and the size and type of the 

vessels they can work on. 

4. A summary of high-level statistical information (at Attachment 1) is as follows: 

STCW November 2022 November 2023 December 2024 

Certificates Seafarers Certificates Seafarers Certificates Seafarers 

Deck 2,271 2,027 2,460 2,222 2,525 2,269 

Engine 1,662 1,435 1,761 1,557 1,972 1,712 

Total 3,933 3,462 4,221 3,778 4,497 3,980 

 

Certificates of 
Proficiency* 

2,271 2,171 2,267 2,237 2,492 2,431 

COST* Not recorded Not recorded 6,328 6,312 7,005 6,997 

*Added for 2024. 

DOMESTIC – NEAR COASTAL CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCY 

5. Seafarers holding these certificates of competency can operate on seagoing vessels 

out to the limit of the exclusive economic zone of Australia. Certification determines the 

position they can hold and size or power rating of the vessels they can work on. 

6. As compared to international certificates, it is far more common for seafarers to have 

dual engineering and deck certification when working in the domestic industry, hence 

the significantly higher number of certificates of competency issued for total number of 

near coastal seafarers. 
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7. On 1 January 2023, new Marine Order 505 took effect. This Marine Order amended the 

names of several certificates of competency and introduced new certificates of 

competency. The figures provided in this report conform to the certification framework 

provided in the latest version of Marine Order 505. 

8. A summary of high-level statistical information (at Attachment 2) is as follows: 

Near 
Coastal 

November 2022 November 2023 December 2024 

Certificates Seafarers Certificates Seafarers Certificates Seafarers 

Deck 28,500 25,177 29,691 27,325 33,264 30,589 

Engine 12,598 11,822 12,703 12,278 13,135 12,704 

Total 41,098 26,912^ 42,394 29,039^ 46,399 32,268^ 

^ Numerous near coastal seafarers hold both deck and engine certification. Seafarers that have both a deck and 

engine certificate of competency are counted in both the deck and engine category, whilst the total represents 

the total number of seafarers. 

DISCLAIMER 

9. The information provided in this report is subject to ambiguity. Ambiguity exists for a 

number of reasons including, but not limited to, the following: 

(a) Many people hold more than one certificate, and some people hold both near 

coastal and STCW certification, 

(b) Some people hold more than one of the same certificate at a point in time. This is 

due to the renewal cycles for certificates where a new certificate is issued prior to 

the expiration of a current certificate, 

(c) AMSA inherited a significant amount of information from other maritime agencies 

during establishment of the national system, 

(d) Naming conventions, changes to certificate names, complexities in endorsements, 

mean that the data has needed to be grouped in some places. 

10. All data provided should be used as a ‘point in time estimation’ of the number of 

seafarers and certification held. 

 

Attachments: Attachment 1  Seafarer certification demographic – International STCW 
Attachment 2  Seafarer certification demographic – Domestic (MO505) 
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Attachment 1  Seafarer certification demographic – International STCW 

STCW CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY (COC) CAPACITY BY AGE 
 
The graphs and tables below provide the total number of active CoC’s as at 6 December 
2024. 
 
A specific seafarer will be counted multiple times if they hold multiple certificates. The total 
figures presented in the table indicate the total number of CoC’s active. This number 
changes daily as CoC’s expire, are renewed and new certificates are issued. 
 
The tables below do not include endorsements or recognition of foreign issued CoC’s. 

 

STCW All CoC - Capacity by age 
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STCW Deck CoC - Capacity by age 
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STCW Engine CoC - Capacity by age 
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STCW Certificate of Proficiency by age 
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STCW Certificate of Safety Training (CoST) - Proficiency by age 
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STCW CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY (COC) GENDER BY AGE 
The graphs and tables below provide a breakdown of the number of STCW CoC holders by 
gender and age. 
 
A specific seafarer will be counted only once within their category (Deck, Engine, 
Certificate of Proficiency) regardless of the number of CoC’s they hold. AMSA’s STCW 
records currently only provide for the recording of gender by male or female. 
 

STCW Deck CoC Holders – Gender by age 
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STCW Engine CoC Holders – Gender by age 
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Certificates of Proficiency 

The graph and table below include Chief Integrated Ratings, Integrated Ratings and Marine 
Cooks. 
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STCW Certificate of Safety Training (CoST) - Gender by age 
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Attachment 2  Seafarer certification demographic – Domestic (MO505) 

NEAR COASTAL COC – CAPACITY BY AGE 
The graphs and tables below provide the total number of active CoC’s as at 6 December 
2024. 
 
A specific seafarer will be counted multiple times if they hold multiple certificates. The total 
figures presented in the tables indicate the total number of CoC’s active. This number 
changes daily as CoC’s expire, are renewed and new certificates are issued. 
 
Note – The statistics provided align with the new Near Coastal Certification framework 
established under the new Marine Order 505, which took effect 1 January 2023. 
 

All Near coastal CoC - Capacity by Age 
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Near Coastal Deck CoC - Capacity by Age 
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Near Coastal Engine CoC - Capacity by Age 
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Near Coastal General-Purpose Hand CoC - Capacity by Age 
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NEAR COASTAL COC – GENDER BY AGE 
The graphs and tables below provide a breakdown of the number of Near Coastal CoC 
holders by gender and age.  
 
A specific seafarer will be counted only once within their category (Deck, Engine, Other) 
regardless of the number of CoC’s they hold.  
 
AMSA’s gender related records are historical. Gender information is based on data inherited 
from state and territory maritime agencies during the transition to the national system. 
 

All near coastal CoC holders – gender by age 

 

There are 34,318 individual seafarers who hold Near Coastal CoC’s. Information held by 
AMSA indicates the following: 

- 2,873 identify as female, 
- 27,501 identify as male, 
- 3,944 seafarers have no gender information associated with their record. 

 

  



 

 

6 December 2024      Page 17 of 19 

 

Near Coastal Deck CoC – Gender by age 

 

There are 30,589 individual seafarers who hold Near Coastal Deck CoC’s. Information held 
by AMSA indicates the following: 

- 2,503 identify as female, 
- 24,890 identify as male, 
- 3,196 seafarers have no gender information associated with their record. 
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Near Coastal Engine CoC – Gender by age 

 

There are 12,704 individual seafarers who hold Near Coastal Engine CoC’s. Information 
held by AMSA indicates the following: 

- 633 identify as female, 
- 11,918 identify as male, 

- 153 seafarers have no gender information associated with their record. 
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General Purpose Hand – Gender by age 

 

There are 2,866 individual seafarers who hold General Purpose Hand CoC. Information held 
by AMSA indicates the following: 

- 414 identify as female, 
- 1,648 identify as male, 
- 804 seafarers have no gender information associated with their record. 
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